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SUBJECT:LEBANESE REQUEST FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
REFERENCE: TEHRAN 5717 

1. WE ARE PUZZLED OVER REPORTED ASSERTION BY LEBANESE CHIEF 
OF STAFF THAT USG IS DRAGGING ITS FEET IN RESPONDING TO 
LEBANESE REQUEST FOR ARMS. FOLLOWING MAY 1973 FIGHTING 
WITH FEDAYEEN GOL APPROACHED US URGENTLY FOR MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE, PREFERABLY GRANT OR EQUIPMENT LOAN. WE INFORMED 
LEBANESE AT THAT TIME THAT GRANT AID OR LOAN OF EQUIPMENT 
WAS IMPOSSIBLE, BUT DREW UP A LIST OF ITEMS WE COULD PROVIDE 
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ON FMS CREDIT OR CASH BASIS WITH ACCELERATED LEAD TIMES. 
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GOL RESPONSE TO THIS OFFER WAS SLOW AND LARGELY NEGATIVE. 

2. ONLY RECENT LEBANESE REQUEST FOR ARMS OF WHICH WE ARE 
AWARE WAS FOR TOKEN SHIPMENT OF TOW MISSILES AND 
LAUNCHERS. DESPITE WORLD-WIDE SHORTAGE OF THIS WEAPON 
SYSTEM AND HIGH DEMAND, WE HAVE AGREED TO PROVIDE GOL WITH 
TWO LAUNCHERS AND 24 MISSILES ON IMMEDIATE BASIS. WE HAVE 
ALSO AGREED TO SELL 36 M-60 TANKS AND ADDITIONAL TOW 
LAUNCHERS TO LEBANON, BUT LEAD TIMES FOR BOTH ITEMS ARE TWO 
YEARS AND WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO GET THIS SHORTENED. 

PRESUM ABLY.THIS IS MAIN SOURCE OF LEBANESE COMPLAINT. 

3. LEBANESE TURNED DOWN AN OFFER OF DOLS 5 MILLION IN FMS 
CREDITS IN FY 74, CITING VARIOUS LEGAL, PARLIAMENTARY AND 
POLITICAL IMPEDIMENTS TO ACCEPTANCE. GOL HAS SIGNED FMS 
CREDIT AGREEMENTS FOR FY 72 AND 73 WHICH TOTAL DOLS 20 
MILLION. THEY HAVE NOT YET USED DOLS 10 MILLION FROM FY 
73, BUT HAVE PURCHASED APCS AND TRUCKS WITH FY 72 FUNDS. 

4. EMBASSIES BEIRUT AND TEHRAN WILL RECALL THAT A YEAR 
AGO LEBANESE PROBED GOI FOR ARMS, PARTICULARLY TANKS AND 
155 MM ARTILLERY. WE SAID WE HAD NO OBJECTION BUT COULD 
NOT EFFECT RAPID REPLACEMENT OF ITEMS IRAN MIGHT SELL 

TO LEBANON (STATE 209871 OF 24 OCTOBER 1973 AND PREVIOUS). 

THIS CONTINUES TO BE OUR POSITION. WE DO NOT, HOWEVER, 

WISH TO DISCOURAGE GOI FROM CONSIDERING LEBANESE REQUESTS 
FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE IF GOL IS ABLE TO IDENTIFY NON-MAP 
SUPPLIED ITEMS IN IRANIAN INVENTORY FOR WHICH GOI DOES NOT 
REQUIRE PROMPT REPLACEMENT OR WHICH ARE NOT IN SHORT 
SUPPLY HERE. ANY TRANSFER TO GOL OF EQUIPMENT OBTAINED BY 
IRAN UNDER FMS WOULD OF COURSE REQUIRE PRIOR USG APPROVAL. 
INGERSOLL 
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